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The Kite Runner 

Contemporary Literature—Spring 2018 

 
Essential Questions for our study of The Kite Runner 

 What does redemption mean and how important is this quality in the world today? 

 What does resilience mean and why is it a vital quality to have in the world today? 

 How does the theme of man’s consistent inhumanity to man inundate not only our global current 

events, but our personal lives as well? 

 How far would you go—physically, emotionally, intellectually, spiritually—for a friend? 

 How important is it to have empathy for other cultures? 

 How different is the Afghan culture from our culture?  How are we similar—what do we share? 
 
 

 

Methods of study for our exploration of  

The Kite Runner (TKR): 

 Classwork Assignment Packet (worth up to 10% grade increase on TKR final assessment):  
See the list on the white board and the website to make sure you are keeping up with assignments. 
Some of the work included in this packet will be: 

 
o Study Questions: See corresponding Study Guide Questions handout for directions and 

questions.  Questions must be completed at the BEGINNING of class on the day that 
questions are due in order to earn a stamp. 
ABSENT? You have one class period to complete the work you have missed.  Please present your 
makeup work at the beginning of the following class period to earn a stamp.  HOWEVER, it would 
greatly benefit you to stay caught up with the reading and questions even if you are absent. 
 

o Film Analysis: At minimum, we will watch The Kite Runner film and complete the Critical 
Analysis Handout  

 

 Reading Quizzes (between 30-50 points per quiz; 8 quizzes total):  When a reading 
assignment is due (see page 3), you can expect a reading quiz at the beginning of the class period.   

ABSENT? You have ONE WEEK from the date that the quiz was given to make up the quiz.  After 
the one-week period, it is too late to make up the quiz and you will receive a zero.  Quiz make-ups happen 
at lunch Tuesday through Friday by appointment.  
 

 Journals (worth 10 points each):  Respond to each of the Journal questions (see page 2).  
Response must be in your TKR Personal Journal and minimum ¾-1 page to earn full credit.   

 

 PhotoStory Notes (worth 5 points each):  Take notes on the PhotoStories to learn the 
background for the book. Some PhotoStories will be shown during class, and some you should 
view on your own. All PhotoStories are accessible from our class website under “Daily Agenda.” 
You should have 14 categories of notes. Yes, you should take notes on your own PhotoStory 
category. 
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JOURNAL TOPICS 

 
Journal #1—(pre-reading) 
Do you have any skeletons in your closet?  Have you ever done something in the past that you are unable 
to forgive yourself for?  What happened? What would it take for you to forgive yourself?  If not, do you 
know anyone that carries the emotion of guilt with them?  How do they act?  Finally, what do you think 
the word “redemption” means? 
 
Journal #2—(corresponds with chapters 1-2) 
First, please read, reflect and respond to the following quotation: “The shifts of Fortune test the reliability 
of friends” (Cicero 106 BC – 43 BC).  How would you assess yourself as a friend?  How conditional is 
your friendship with others?  If you were out of line, would you want your friend to stick by your side or 
set your straight?   Please focus on one of your most important friendships and evaluate why the 
friendship works (or doesn’t work).  Second, please read, reflect and respond to the following quote: “If 
malice or envy were tangible and had a shape, it would be the shape of a boomerang,” said by Charley 
Reese.  Have you experienced the emotion of jealousy?  What does it feel like (physically)?  Of what or 
whom were you jealous?  Do you think jealousy is a healthy emotion?  Why or why not? 
 
Journal #3—(corresponds with chapters 3-7) 
John Lennon once stated, “How you spend your days is how you spend your life.”  Every thought in your 
head will ultimately turn into a choice and every choice, in turns evolves into action.  Pretty much, every 
moment makes up who we are as individuals. If this is so, please reflect on your daily life: Have you ever 
stayed silent about an issue/conflict when you should have opened your mouth and stepped in?  Have you 
ever witnessed a conflict and in your mind you knew it was wrong; however, you chose to stay out of it?  
Why?  What are/were the repercussions of your choose to stay silent?  Please leave out all names. 
 
Journal #4—(corresponds with chapters 8-10) 
Please read, reflect and respond to the following quote: “The guilty think all talk is of themselves,” said by 
Chaucer.  How does this quotation relate to Amir’s thoughts and actions in chapter 8 and 9?  Have you 
ever felt the emotion of guilt?  What did it feel like?  Have you done anything to redeem yourself and make 
the guilt vanish?  Or do you still carry the guilt around with you?  Explain. 
 
Journal #5—(corresponds with chapters 11-13) 
When your mom/dad, aunt/uncle, or guardian is proud of you, how does he/she show pride?  Is he/she 
obvious in the expression of pride (hugs, exchange of words, money) or is he/she more subtle?  Why 
might a parent choose not to reward their son/daughter at every proud moment?  Imagine yourself years 
from now: what kind of parent will you be—at every turn bestowing your child with a “high-five” or 
carefully choosing your moments to reveal your pride?  Why?  Explain. 
 
Journal #6—(corresponds with chapters 14-19) 
Rahim Kahn says to Amir, “…a boy who won’t stand up for himself becomes a man who can’t stand up 
for anything.  I wonder, is that what you’ve become? (Hosseini 221)”  As readers, we are aware that Amir 
feels guilt over what happened to Hassan over 26 years ago.  However, has Amir become a man who can’t 
stand up for anything?  Why or why not?  Explain, using textual evidence to support your answer 
(minimum ONE quotation). 
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Journal #7—(corresponds with chapters 20-22) 
Please read, reflect and respond to the following quotation from Chapter 22: “…for the first time since the 
winter of 1975, I felt at peace.  I laughed because I saw that, in some hidden nook in the corner of my 
mind, I’d even been looking forward to this”( Hosseini 289). How does Amir finally redeem himself?  
What does redemption mean and how important is this quality in the world today?  
 
Journal #8—(corresponds with chapters 23-25) 
First, write a working definition of “love.”  Then, in light of your working definition, do you believe that 
Amir truly loves Hassan?  For that matter, does Baba love Amir?  We all have different interpretations of 
love, and how we express that love varies from person to person, and from situation to situation.  Please 
provide textual evidence that supports your interpretation that Amir does or does not love Hassan and 
Baba. 
 

READING DUE DATES  
Chapters 1-2 (pgs 1-11)  Read together in class  Tues 1/16—Wed 1/17 
 

**READING DAY ON MONDAY 1/22** 
 
Chapters 3-7 (pgs 12-79)  Questions due and Quiz on: Tues 1/23—Wed 1/24 

 
Chapters 8-10 (pgs 80-124)  Questions due and Quiz on: Thurs 1/25—Fri 1/26 
 

**READING DAY ON MONDAY 1/29** 
 

Chapters 11-13 (pgs 125-189)  Questions due and Quiz on: Tues 1/30—Wed 1/31 
 
Chapters 14-19 (pgs 190-242)  Questions due and Quiz on: Thurs 2/1—Fri 2/2 
 

**READING DAY ON MONDAY 2/5** 
 

Chapters 20-22 (pgs 243-292)  Questions due and Quiz on: Tues 2/6—Wed 2/7 
 

Chapters 23-24 (pgs 293-343)  Questions due and Quiz on: Thurs 2/8—Fri 2/9 
 
Chapter 25 (pgs 344-371)  Questions due and Quiz on:  Tues 2/13—Wed 2/14 

 

ADDITIONAL DUE DATES  
 
DUE ON WEDNESDAY 2/14 by 3 pm: 
 Submit the following inside your journal cover with the rubric on page 8 on top 

1. Essay (200 points) 
2. Journals 1-8 (80 points) 
3. PhotoStory Notes (70 points) 
4. Study Questions ch. 1-25 (for extra credit) 

 
Socratic Seminar on Thurs 2/15—Fri 2/16 
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Study Guide Questions for The Kite Runner 
 
These questions will focus our discussion of the novel—they are merely a starting point and not meant 
to limit our discussion.  However, any or all of these questions are fair game for the Unit Exam on The 
Kite Runner.  Be sure to refer to the “Glossary of Terms” as needed as you read. 
 

Chapters 1-5 

1. Analyze the metaphorical statement, “…the past claws its way out” (Hosseini 1).  How 
does it relate to the information that the narrator, Amir, reveals in Chapter 1?  What 
might Rahim Khan’s statement mean? 

2. Compare and contrast Amir and Hassan, noting the following things—their 
backgrounds, their relationships with their fathers and mothers, the circumstances 
surrounding their births, etc. 

3. Discuss the origins of the ongoing conflict between the Pashtuns and the Hazaras.  
What effect might this have on Amir and Hassan’s relationship? 

4. Agree or disagree with Baba’s statement that the only sin is theft, and every other sin 

is a variation of theft.  Do you think Amir understands this? 
5. Examine Baba and Ali’s relationship.  How is Amir and Hassan’s relationship similar 

and/or different? 
6. “With me as the glaring exception, my father molded the world around him to his 

liking” (Hosseini 15).  How does Amir feel about Baba?  Examine information about 
Baba, and discuss how Amir and Baba’s differences affect their relationship. 

7. Baba tells Amir, “I’ve see you’ve confused what you’re learning in school with an 
actual education”(Hosseini 16).  What is the difference between learning and an 
education. 

8. As Baba and Rahim Khan talk about Amir, and Amir listens at the door, Baba says 
“Look, I know there’s a fondness between you and him [Rahim and Amir] and I’m 
happy about that.  Envious, but happy.  I mean that.  He needs someone who 
understands him, because God knows I don’t” (Hosseini 23).  What is ironic about 
this?  Explain. 

9. Discuss the significance of Hassan’s favorite book, the Shahnamah.   
10. Assess the role that Rahim Khan plays in Amir’s early life. 
11. What are the different types of irony that occur in chapter 4 (the story within the 

story)?  Use the following definitions to guide your discussion of the different types of 
irony.  

 Situational Irony – occurs when there is a contrast between what would seem 
appropriate and what really happens or when there is a contradiction between 
what we expect to happen and what really takes place. 

 Dramatic Irony – when the reader or audience knows something important that 
a character in the story does not know yet.   

 Verbal Irony – a writer or speaker says one thing but really means something 
completely different.  If I called a clumsy basketball player the “next Lebron 
James,” I would be using verbal irony. 

12. Analyze the character Assef.  What is his purpose in the novel thus far? 
13. Discuss the theme of jealousy in chapters 3-5. 
14. What else do we need to talk about? 

 

Chapters 6-7 

1. Tell why winter is Amir’s favorite season, and interpret the metaphor, “Kites were the 
one paper-thin slice of intersection between those spheres” (Hosseini 49).   

2. Name several instances in this section in which Amir envies Hassan.  In each case, is 
Amir’s jealousy justified or not?  Explain.  
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3. Analyze the metaphor comparing Amir and Hassan’s interaction to the game of 
“insect torture.”  What is the “other face” Amir sees when he asks Hassan if he would 
eat dirt for him? 

4. What emotion does Amir experience before the kite tournament?  What is Hassan’s 
response?  Refer to the simile, “I felt like a soldier trying to sleep in the trenches the 
night before a major battle” (Hosseini 50). 

5. Discuss the aftermath of the kite-flying tournament, and assess Amir’s initial 
reaction to Assef’s attack on Hassan.  Why does Amir decide not to help Hassan?
   

6. Explain the symbolism of the memories and the dream Amir recalls as Hassan is 
attacked. 

7. Why does Amir compare Hassan to the lamb he saw sacrificed on Eid Al-Adha? 
8. Discuss the theme of man’s inhumanity to man in relationship to what happens in 

the alley with Assef. 
9. Do you think Hassan knows that Amir witnessed the rape?  Explain.  What does 

Amir’s behavior in the aftermath of the rape indicate about him? 
 

Chapters 8-10 

1. Discuss Amir’s trip to Jalalabad with his father, contrasting his expectations with the 
reality.  Why does Amir feel as “empty as [the] unkempt pool” (Hosseini 85)? 

2. Discuss the symbolism of the scene in which Amir throws pomegranates at Hassan.  
Why does Amir want Hassan to hit him, and why do you think Hassan refuses? 

3. Asses what Assef’s interactions with his parents, Amir, Baba, and Hassan at the 
party reveal about him.  What is the significance of the gift he gives Amir? 

4. Examine the implications of Rahim Kahn’s conversation with Amir at his birthday 
party.  Why is Rahim’s gift important to Amir? 

5. What do Ali and Hassan give Amir for his birthday?  How does Amir react to this gift? 
6. How does Baba react to Ali and Hassan’s decision to leave?  What do you think Baba 

thinks is their reason for leaving?  Why do you think Amir is not moved enough to 
tell the truth or try to stop them from leaving? 

7. Describe the incident at the first checkpoint.  What does it reveal about Baba and 
Amir? 

8. What is ironic about the fate that has befallen Kamal since the last time Amir saw 
him?  What is ironic about Baba’s attempt to console Kamal’s father after Kamal 
dies? 

 
Chapters 11-13 

1. Compare/contrast Baba’s expectation of America with the reality he faces when he 
arrives in California.  Correlate his and Amir’s individual reactions to life in America 
with the following quotations and identify the literary devices used:   

“Baba was like a widower who remarries but can’t let go of his dead wife” 
(129). 

“Kabul had become a city of ghosts for me.  A city of harelipped ghosts” (136). 
“America was a river…” (136). 

2. Discuss Baba’s celebration for Amir’s high school graduation, and analyze what this 
reveals about him and Amir.  Examine the universality of the conflict between Baba 
and Amir over Amir’s plans for the future. 

3. Discuss Baba’s business venture at the flea market, and assess its importance to 
him and Amir. 

4. How does Amir and Soraya’s relationship develop?  Note the differences between 
American and Afghan courtship practices. 
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5. How does Baba behave in the aftermath of his cancer diagnosis?  Why do you think 
he behaves this way?  How does his diagnosis affect Amir? 

6. Name some ways that Baba shows his love for Amir before he dies.  How is Baba 
remembered by those who attend his funeral? Do you think that Amir can live up to 
Baba’s legacy? 

7. Why do you think the general forbids Jamila to sing? Why do you think Jamila is so 
fond of Amir? 

8. In what ways do you think Soraya and Amir are similar?  How are they different?  
Why doesn’t Amir care about her past? 

9. Do you think that Amir deserves to be happy?  Do you think that he and Soraya are 
unable to have a child because Amir is being punished for his sins? 

 

Chapters 14-19 

1. Discuss Rahim Khan’s phone call to Amir, and evaluate its effect on him.  Note the 
significance of Rahim’s statement, “There is a way to be good again” (192). 

2. Why do you think Hosseini has Rahim Khan narrate Chapter 16. 
3. Discuss Rahim’s rationale for staying in Kabul under both the Northern Alliance and 

the Taliban rule.          
4. Examine the contents of Hassan’s letter to Amir, noting what it reveals about 

Hassan. How does the letter affect Amir? 
5. How does Amir react to the news of Hassan’s death?  How is Hassan’s death ironic? 
6. As Amir reflects on the death of Hassan, he imagines his death—“then I saw 

something else: a man dressed in a herringbone vest pressing the muzzle of his 
Kalashnikov to the back of Hassan’s head.  The blast echoes through the street of my 
father’s house.  Hassan slumps to the asphalt, his life of unrequited loyalty drifting 
from him like the windblown kites he used to chase” (219).  Discuss the ways in 
which Hassan’s loyalty was “unrequited.”  Is this sentence an accurate description of 
Hassan?  Why or why not? 

7. How does Rahim convince Amir to help Sohrab?  What is Amir’s response, and what 
do you think it indicates about him?  Do you think Amir would have decided to help 
Sohrab if Rahim had not told him that Hassan was his half-brother? 

8. Baba’s guiding principle in life was to never steal from anyone.  He was quoted as 
saying, “There is only one sin.  And that is theft…When you tell a lie, you steal 
someone’s right to the truth” (225).  In light of what Amir learns about Hassan, do 
you think Baba was a hypocrite? 

9. Explain why Farid does not like Amir at first. 
10. While at Wahid’s home, what evidence is there that Amir truly is an “honorable man” 

and a “true Afghan.” 
11. Compare Amir’s dream near the end of the section with his earlier mental picture of 

Hassan’s death, and analyze the symbolism of this dream. 
12. What emotional challenges does Amir face going back into Kabul? 

 

Chapters 20-22 

1. For Amir, how is “returning to Kabul…like running into an old, forgotten friend and 
seeing that life hadn’t been good to him...”(246).   

2. Discuss what Amir learns about his mother and how this affects him. 
3. How is Amir received at the orphanage?  How does Zaman afford to keep the 

orphanage running?  How does Zaman justify his actions? 
4. What evidence is there of the Taliban’s cruelty in Kabul? 
5. Examine what Amir finds when he returns to his childhood home.  Analyze the 

symbolism of the house, the pomegranate tree, and the carving.  Explain the 
significance of this scene. 
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6. Explain the irony of the simile referring to the Talib, “his arms spread like those of 
Jesus on the cross” (271). 

7. Why do you think Hosseini decided that Assef should grow up to be a high-ranking 
Talib? 

8. Analyze the following metaphor: “They [Sohrab’s eyes] were slaughter sheep’s eyes” 
(285).  How does this description relate to the description of Hassan on page 76?  
Explain. 

9. As Amir is getting beaten to near death by Assef he says, "for the first time since 
the winter of 1975, I felt at peace." What does he mean by this? 

10. Discuss Amir’s fight with Assef.  Why does Amir laugh?  How is the way in which 
Amir is saved ironic? 
 

Chapters 23-24 

1. What are some ways that Hosseini communicates to the reader Amir’s semi-
conscious state at the beginning of Chapter 23?  Why does the author do this?  Is it 

effective or not and why? 
2. Discuss the significance of Amir’s injuries.  In what ways are the effects of Assef’s 

assault on Amir similar to the effects of Assef’s assault on Hassan?  In what ways are 
they different?  Explain.  As well, point out the irony in Amir’s injury to his lip. 

3. In Chapter 21, Farid asks, “You come all the way from America for…a Shi’a?” (267)  
Explain the racist/classist undertones of this statement and discuss their relevance.  
As well, explain the irony in this statement. 

4. Using information revealed in Rahim Khan’s letter, explain how Baba is partially 
responsible for the kind of boy/man which Amir became.  As well, explain the irony 
here. 

5. Sohrab flinches and pulls away every time Amir touches him.  He is quiet most of the 
time and doesn’t say much to Amir while he is recovering from his injuries.  How is 
Amir able to forge a relationship with Sohrab while they are in Pakistan? 

6. Amir has a dream that Assef is standing in the doorway.  Assef says to him, “We’re 
the same, you and I…you nursed him, but you’re my twin.”  What does this dream 
mean?  Explain. 

7. How is Amir “able to be good again?” 
8. Of what things is Sohrab ashamed?  Why might Amir and Sohrab need each other?  

Do you  think Rahim Khan was justified in lying to Amir about Thomas and Betty 
Caldwell? 

9. Why does Sohrab try to commit suicide?  Do you think that Amir is responsible for 
Sohrab’s actions? 

 

Chapter 25 

1. Amir suffers greatly while Sohrab is in critical condition in the hospital.  In what 
ways is Amir’s suffering significant?  What motivates Amir’s prayer, and what does 
his prayer indicate about how his character has changed? 

2. Discuss the subtle significance of the dream that Amir has about Raymond Andrews 
on page 350.  What purpose does this dream serve in terms of showing the changes 
in Amir’s character, mainly due to his experiences with Sohrab? 

3. On page 351, Amir reflects upon Mr. Fayyaz’s comment to him about Afghanis being 
reckless, and then he thinks, “I had laughed at [Fayyaz], but now I wondered.  Had I 
actually gone to sleep after I had given Sohrab the news he feared most?”  Explain 
the significance of this quotation. 

4. On page 354, after Amir reads to Sohrab from the Shahnamah, Sohrab tells him that 
he is “tired…tired of everything.”  Amir then notices that Sohrab’s face reminds him 
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of Hassan—explain the significance here.  Then, comment on what Amir is learning 
about how easy—or not easy—it is to “be good again.” 

5. How and why does Amir become “the one under the microscope” (Hosseini 355)?   
6. Why does it not bother Amir—“That last thought had brought no sting with it”—to 

think that Baba may have considered Hassan his “true son?” 
7. On page 359, Amir says that “perhaps that is how forgiveness budded, not with the 

fanfare of epiphany, but with the pain gathering its things, packing up, and slipping 
away unannounced in the middle of the night.”  Discuss, from your own experience, 
whether or not you agree with Amir’s description of forgiveness, especially forgiveness 
of someone who has caused you a great deal of pain. 

8. How does Amir respond to General Taheri’s inquiry about Sohrab?  What is 
significant about Amir’s statement? 

9. How does Amir cope with Sohrab’s long silence? Why might this cause be close to 
Amir’s heart, and what similarities between Amir and Baba does this new activity 
reveal? 

10. As the men chat together during the Afghan’s New Year’s Day celebration, they speak 
about Baba “respectfully, in one way or another, he had touched all their lives.  The 
men said I was lucky to have had such a great man for a father” (Hosseini 365).  Do 
you think Baba would proud of this Amir?  Why or why not?  Has Amir finally earned 
Baba’s respect?  Did Baba truly love Amir?  Explain. 

11. What “small, wondrous thing” gives Amir hope?   
12. How does Amir show his loyalty to Sohrab in the novel’s final scene?  What do Amir’s 

actions reveal about him at this point?  How has he changed? 
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Name____________________________________  Date_______________  Period____ 

 
The Kite Runner 

Assignments List—SUBMIT THIS PAPER AT FRONT OF YOUR JOURNAL 

 

Journals #1-8 are:     SCORE:______/80  

 Present and completed in journal 

 ¾-1 page minimum 

 Thoughtful and thorough—quality over quantity! 

 STAPLED into your journal cover 

 

PhotoStory Notes are:    SCORE:_____/70 

 Present and completed in journal 

 Separated by topic (14 categories) 

 Show evidence of learning—at least 3 bullets each 
 

Essay:         SCORE:_____/100 

(complete IN CLASS on Tuesday 2/20—Wed 2/21) 
Choose ONE of the responses below—either Option One or Option Two. This is an opportunity to 
show me that you have not only read and understand the material, but that you have considered the novel 
on a deeper level as well. More specifics to follow on writing day. 
 
OPTION ONE 
The novel begins with Amir’s memory of peering down an alley, looking for Hassan, who is kite running 
for him.  As Amir peers into the alley, he witnesses a tragedy yet does not choose to help Hassan.  
Likewise, the novel ends with Amir kite running for Hassan’s son, Sohrab, as he begins a new life with 
Amir in America.  Why do you think the author chooses to frame the novel with these scenes?  Reference 
the following quote or, at minimum, reference the IDEA in the following quote: “Afghans like to say: Life 
goes on, unmindful of beginning, end…crisis or catharsis*, moving forward like a slow, dusty caravan of 
kochis [nomads]” (Hosseini 357).   
*catharsis: (noun) the purging of the emotions or relieving of emotional tensions (Dictionary.com). 
 
OPTION TWO 
What does redemption mean, and how important is this quality in the world today?  Discuss in light of 
Amir’s journey to redemption in the novel.  
 

Study Questions are:      SCORE:______/EC  

 Present and completed (answered on binder paper OR can be stapled in journal) 

 Thoughtful and thorough 

 Stamped (un-stamped work will earn less extra credit than stamped work) 
 

 

DUE DATE is WED 2/21 by 3 pm 


