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Course Expectations for Contemporary Literature 
Course Description for English 4: Contemporary Literature per the Course of Study 
Information Page from the EDUHSD: 
 
Contemporary Literature will focus on exposing students to literature from the 
21st century. The intention of this course is to expand the role that literature 
and writing play in the life of students of English and as participants of life. 
The reading selections will allow students to focus on how we understand ourselves 
through understanding others. The material will also act as a platform to confront 
how the world around us shapes our lives. The reading selections and activities 
are intended to deepen students’ interactions with the text and the issues 
embedded within the text so as to create critical thinkers who are able to 
contribute in a productive and positive way to their communities. All reading 
selections and activities are based on the Common Core Standards. All units also 
relect the Common Core Standards.”  
 
Required Areas of Study in English 4: Contemporary Literature per the Course of 
Study Information: 
 

a. Framing Moments: The Personal Narrative 
b. Coming of Age: The Bildungsroman 
c. How To Tell a Story: Commonalities 
d. The Non-Fiction Picture 
e. Hero or Anti-Hero? That is the Question 
f. Power Struggles: Within Characters and Within Culture 
g. Defining and Exploring Popular Fiction 

 
We will navigate through some exciting literature this year, as well as improve 
upon a myriad of other Language Arts skills and work toward mastery of the 11th-
12th grade Common Core Standards. Here is a list of what we will read, write 
about, and discuss: 
 

• “What’s Next? Life After High School?” Personal Statement/Letter 
• The Stranger by Albert Camus 
• The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
• Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton 
• Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 
• Anthem by Ayn Rand 
• Rita Hayworth and Shawshank Redemption by Stephen King and The Shawshank 

Redemption (screenplay) by Frank Darabont 
• Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse (tentative) 
• 1984 by George Orwell (tentative) 
• other supplementary essays, short fiction and non-fiction works that will 

enhance our study of Contemporary Literature 
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Materials 
SUGGESTED MATERIALS-- 

• Assigned text and personal choice reading book 
• Binder—1" or larger (or organizational device which works for you) 
• binder paper—one ream or equivalent 
• pens/pencils 
• red or colored pen (for grading ONLY) 
• highlighter 
• sticky notes/post-it notes (size 3” x 3” is recommended) 

If you have any concerns about getting materials, financial or otherwise, please 
do not hesitate to see me—SOONER rather than later. 
 
 

Personal Choice Reading/Outside Reading Project 
Independent reading is an excellent way to improve vocabulary and reading 
comprehension. As well, reading a book of your choice both at selected times 
during class and outside of class meets the following Common Core Standards:  
 

• By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11-CCR text complexity 
band** independently and proficiently. (http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-
Literacy/RL/11-12/10/) 

 
• By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high 

end of the grades 11-CCR text complexity band** independently and 
proficiently. (http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/10/) 

 
**For more information on text complexity and to understand how the complexity of 
a text is calculated, visit http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf 
 
Also, the Common Core Standards Appendix A notes the following: 
 

“Furthermore, students in college are expected to read complex texts with 
substantially greater independence (i.e., much less scaffolding) than are 
students in typical K–12 programs. College students are held more 
accountable for what they read on their own than are most students in 
high school (Erickson & Strommer, 1991; Pritchard, Wilson, & Yamnitz, 
2007). College instructors assign readings, not necessarily explicated in 
class, for which students might be held accountable through exams, 
papers, presentations, or class discussions. Students in high school, by 
contrast, are rarely held accountable for what they are able to read 
independently (Heller & Greenleaf, 2007). This discrepancy in task 
demand, coupled with what we see below is a vast gap in text complexity, 
may help explain why only about half of the students taking the ACT Test 
in the 2004–2005 academic year could meet the benchmark score in reading 
(which also was the case in 2008–2009, the most recent year for which 
data are available) and why so few students in general are prepared for 
postsecondary reading (ACT, Inc., 2006, 2009).” 

To view online, visit http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf 
	  
For these reasons, we will participate in Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) on 
selected Mondays during the school year; as well, students are expected to read 
their chosen book outside of class to ensure completion. Students shall bring 
their book every day so they can read if there is downtime. Accountability for 
reading will be in one or more of the following forms: reading logs, book talks, 
book critiques, and/or essays.    
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Classroom Rules and Behavior 
1. All students are to be respectful of others, of themselves, and of teachers 

at all times. In other words, be generally respectful. 
2. Come to class prepared with all necessary and required materials.  
3. Come to class with the appropriate text unless otherwise instructed. 
4. Be ON TIME to class. If you are not on time, you are required to sign the 

Tardy Sign-In Sheet. See Tardy Policy for further details. 
5. Be ON TASK at all times. For example, if you are to be working, then I need 

to see you working. If you are to be listening, then I need to see you 
listening. 

6. When instructions, directions, or announcements are being given, your 
undivided attention is expected.  

You are the only person responsible for your behavior. If your behavior is not 
appropriate, I will give you a verbal or non-verbal warning. If the behavior 
continues, I will abide by the behavior policies in the school handbook.  
 
 

Electronic Devices Policy 
According to District Administrative Regulation [AR 5131.10] and Ed. Code 
[Education Code 48901.5]:  
 

Unless otherwise instructed by the teacher, students shall turn off, not 
use, and keep out of sight cell phones and other signaling devices during 
the class period. Furthermore, any listening, recording, or videotaping 
of peers, teachers, or visitors to the classroom without prior consent is 
prohibited.  
 

All devices will be confiscated and later retrieved from the teacher or from the 
office, depending on level of consequence.  
 
**Some scenarios allow for “school-appropriate use of cell phones.” When in doubt, 
ASK. 
 
Grading Policy and Expectations 
Grades will be available to view on Aeries by both you and your parents. Grades 
will be compiled continuously until the end of the semester.  
 

a. For both progress reports and semester grade reporting, letter grades will 
be based upon the following percentages: 

 
90--100% = A- /A+  70—79% = C- /C+  0--59% = F 
80--89% = B- /B+  60--69% = D- /D+ 

 
b. Along with other teachers on campus, I will be using a grading process 

designed to give students more directed feedback about specific learning 
targets. For each unit, students will receive a list of learning targets 
(written in student-friendly language) and students will then be assessed 
throughout the unit to measure their progress. Students will know the areas 
in which they have performed well and areas that need improvement. Formative 
assessments will be used to inform students, teachers, and parents by 
charting progress made toward individual learning targets. Feedback is the 
purpose of these assignments.  Sometimes formative assessments will be worth 
points, sometimes not. Summative assessments allow students to demonstrate 
their proficiency on all learning targets within a unit. Summative 
assessments will indicate students’ mastery of all learning targets covered 
in each unit. Summative assessments will be the majority component in 
formulating progress report grades and semester grades. 
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c. Rubrics aligned with the Common Core Standards will be provided specific to 
each summative assessment. These rubrics will be made available to students 
at the beginning of each unit (or as close to the beginning of the unit as 
is appropriate) to facilitate clear understanding of expectations, learning 
targets, and final outcomes. 

 
d. Participation will be assessed periodically—either by unit or by quarter, 

using the “Participation Self-Assessment Sheet,” and participation points 
will also be earned during individual activities—for example, during class 
discussions or group work. You must earn these points through actively 
participating in class; mere physical presence in your seat does not 
constitute participation. Participation is vital and constitutes a 
considerable amount of your grade. In other words, BE HERE and be an ACTIVE 
PARTICIPANT! 

 
e. If you are absent, you have two days per absence (as per school policy) to 

make up and turn in the missed assignments. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to ask 
me for the work that you missed. NOTE—If you miss class but are only absent 
for part of the school day, your assignments are still due THAT day.  

 
f. As for late work, I do not accept late work HOWEVER I do reserve the right 

to make exceptions to this policy as needed on a RARE, case-by-case basis 
after conference with the student. In other words, DO NOT ASSUME YOU CAN 
TURN IN LATE ASSIGNMENTS AS YOU SEE FIT. In the rare event that exceptions 
have been made, the highest grade that you can earn on the late assignment 
is half credit or 50%.  

 
g. Major assignments are due on the assigned day regardless of absence. In 

other words, if an essay is assigned a week in advance and you are absent on 
the day that the essay is due, the essay must still be turned in ON THE 
ASSIGNED DAY. Have a friend turn it in for you, have a parent drop it off at 
the office and the office staff will put it in my box—get it here! Likewise, 
when extended due dates are given for in-class writing you are expected to 
be in class, prepared with the necessary materials on the given day unless 
arrangements are made IN ADVANCE. Your grade will suffer if you are ill-
prepared or not in class on in-class write days.  

 
 

Tardy Policy 
Use the “Tardy Sign-In Sheet” on the wall next to the door to sign in when you are 
tardy. The following tardy policy is as follows: 

Tardy 1 and 2 = free 
 Tardy 3, 4, 5 = 5 participation points deducted for each tardy 

Tardy 6 and above = all participation points deducted, parent phone call, 
lunch detention, office referral (any or all of these apply) 

At any point, I reserve the right to use the school tardy policy IN ADDITION to my 
tardy policy if I deem necessary.   The tardy slate is wiped clean at the 
semester. (Yes—that's January, folks. Be on time.) 
 

 
Honor Code 
Mission and Vision: Honor is about academic integrity, moral and ethical conduct, 
and pride of membership in a community that values academic achievement and 
individual responsibility. Cultivating honor lays the foundation for lifelong 
integrity, developing in each of us the courage and insight to make difficult 
choices and accept responsibility for actions and their consequences, even at 
personal cost. 
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The Oak Ridge High School Honor Code represents the integrity of its learning 
community and consists of persons who are:  

• Honest  
• Responsible for personal actions 
• Respectful of the rights and property of others 
• Respectful of school property and the environment 

Purpose of the Policy: The goal of the Honor Code is for all members of the Oak 
Ridge High School learning community to live by the code as opposed to merely 
abstain from wrong doing, thus securing an environment where academic integrity, 
and the resulting behavior, can flourish. The Honor Code recognizes the importance 
of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility and wishes these 
principles to be a defining part of the Oak Ridge High School campus.  

 
Academic Honesty, Breach of Integrity, and Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the act of copying someone else's work and turning it in as your 
own. Plagiarism is not acceptable in this class. If you are caught plagiarizing 
anyone's work (even copying a short homework assignment) or allowing someone to 
copy from your work, you will receive a zero on the assignment and you will be 
written up for Academic Breach of Integrity. Likewise, if you are caught 
plagiarizing from any other source, the penalties are the same. If you are caught 
plagiarizing a second time, you will receive an “F” in the course; this is per 
English Department policy. [Educational Code 35291—35291.5] 
 
 
Devices in the Classrom 
My classes are very lucky to have access to Chromebooks when in the classroom, 
lesson and logistics permitting of course. All students must abide by the 
following procedures in regards to electronic devices in the classroom: 

1. Each student will be assigned a device. Use YOUR device only. Double-check 
your device number when you take it from the cart. If someone else has your 
device, speak up! Likewise, return your device to its rightful spot. Every 
time. 

2. If there is something wrong with your device, document it and let me know 
immediately. You don’t want to be held responsible for something you didn’t 
do. 

3. Drinks must go on the floor when devices are out. Food should be eaten 
outside when devices are out. 

4. Absolutely no pictures/videos of people without their permission. (**See 
“Electronic Devices Policy” page 2) 

5. If there is downtime during device use, you may check aeries or learn 
something on a current-events/news website (such as cnn.com or time.com).  

6. No one is allowed to leave the room at the end of class until all devices 
are returned and accounted for. 

 
 
Ensuring Success and Contact Information 
If you are struggling in class, the single most important thing you must do is 
communicate with me. If you have any questions or concerns, you need to talk to me 
ASAP instead of the day before grades are posted!! Don't wait and don't 
procrastinate. This is YOUR EDUCATION and YOUR LEARNING EXPERIENCE—make it happen! 
I am available at nutrition break every day. I am available at lunch and after 
school by appointment. You can also email me—this is the best way to contact me. 
My email is on the Oak Ridge High School website and on the front of the syllabus. 
Just in case, here it is again: dsayles@eduhsd.k12.ca.us. Again, please email me 
with any questions or concerns so that you can ensure your success in this class. 



Course Expectations CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This page intentionally left blank. 



Course Expectations CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 7 

 

Contract for Course Expectations 
Contemporary Literature—2017-18 School Year 
Danielle Sayles—Educator  
 
 
I, _____________________________ (PRINT student name), hereby certify that: 
 
 
I, _____________________________ (PRINT parent name), hereby certify that: 
 
 

• I have read and understand the policies and procedures outlined for 
this course on the preceding 5 pages; 

 
• I understand that late work WILL NOT be accepted*; that I am expected 

to be prepared and in class on all in-class writing dates; and that 
major assignments are due on the assigned day regardless of absence; 

 
• I understand that electronic devices of any kind are prohibited 

during instructional time (unless it is school-appropriate device 
use); furthermore, any listening, recording, or videotaping of peers, 
teachers, or visitors to the classroom without prior consent is 
prohibited;  

 
• I understand that I must abide by the rules (see page 5) in order to 

use the Chromebooks; 
 

• I am aware that the way to ensure my success in this class is to work 
to the best of my ability every day, and to bring to class a willing 
and intellectually curious attitude. If I am struggling at any point, 
I should communicate with Ms. Sayles regarding my struggles. 

 
 
Student Signature ___________________________________ Date______________ 
 
Parent Signature ____________________________________ Date______________ 
 
Teacher Signature ___________________________________ Date______________ 
 
 
Comments/Concerns for Ms. Sayles:  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

This contract must be returned NO LATER THAN ________________. 
Please make a copy for your records. 

 
*Late work is not accepted HOWEVER on a rare, case-by-cases basis, exceptions can be made 
by Ms. Sayles. In these rare, case-by-case scenarios, the highest grade a student can earn 
is half-credit or 50% on said assignment. 


