
Personal Statement Unit—Example Essay Evaluation Worksheet 
 
Directions: Read and listen to the personal essays as they are shared with the class. Take notes in the boxes below to help you process what you 
hear and see.  As well, note things that you enjoy and want to implement in your essay as well as things upon which you would improve.  
	  

Essay Title _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ 
Summarize, in a sentence or two, the 
topic and content of the essay. 
 
 

    

To which prompt does this essay 
respond?  HOW WELL does the essay 
respond to the prompt?  What, if 
anything, is lacking? 
 

    

How STRONG is the writer’s voice?  
What might the writer value, enjoy, 
like or not like based upon his/her 
voice?  What, if anything, is lacking in 
terms of voice? 
 

    

What is the GREATER MESSAGE 
(GM)?  How do you know?  Is GM 
implied or clearly stated?  Does GM 
work for you?  What, if anything, is 
lacking in terms of GM?  How does 
the GM affect your view of the 
writer?   
 
 

    

Does the Greater Message connect to 
everyone?  If yes, discuss how 
effectively the writer connects to 
everyone.  If no, what can be 
improved? 
 
 
 

    

How effectively does the writer 
master:  
     --word choice 
     --usage 
     --grammar/mechanics 
 

    

What about this essay inspired you 
and/or what might you use in your 
essay? 
 

    



	  
	  

Essay Title _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ 
Summarize, in a sentence or two, the 
topic and content of the essay. 
 
 

    

To which prompt does this essay 
respond?  HOW WELL does the essay 
respond to the prompt?  What, if 
anything, is lacking? 
 

    

How STRONG is the writer’s voice?  
What might the writer value, enjoy, 
like or not like based upon his/her 
voice?  What, if anything, is lacking in 
terms of voice? 
 

    

What is the GREATER MESSAGE 
(GM)?  How do you know?  Is GM 
implied or clearly stated?  Does GM 
work for you?  What, if anything, is 
lacking in terms of GM?  How does 
the GM affect your view of the 
writer?   
 
 

    

Does the Greater Message connect to 
everyone?  If yes, discuss how 
effectively the writer connects to 
everyone.  If no, what can be 
improved? 
 
 
 

    

How effectively does the writer 
master:  
     --word choice 
     --usage 
     --grammar/mechanics 
 

    

What about this essay inspired you 
and/or what might you use in your 
essay? 
 

    

 


